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 The First Presbyterian Church of Dunedin 

Second Sunday in Lent 

February 28, 2021 

 

PREPARATION: The following are the lectionary scriptures for this morning: Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 

God’s covenant with Abraham: I will make of you a great nation. Psalm 22:23-31 In the great congregation 

I will praise the Lord, my deliverer. Romans 4:13-25 Abraham’s faith was reckoned to him as 
righteousness by God. Mark 8:31-38 Jesus says: Deny yourselves; take up your cross and follow me.  

 

 
PRAYER FOR THE DAY: God of shining splendor, your voice makes the earth tremble in wonder.  

Overshadow us with your Spirit so that we may hear your Word and live as faithful disciples and covenant 

people, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
 

THE GATHERING 

WELCOME  

 

PRELUDE “Penitentia” arr. Powell 

 

INTROIT (Hymn #85) “What a Wondrous Love Is This” Wondrous Love 

VERSE:1                 What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul,  

                                 What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 

                                 What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss 
                                 To bear the heavy cross for my soul, for my soul,  

                                 To bear the heavy cross for my soul! 

                      
OPENING SENTENCES  

Leader:  Praise the Lord, you who worship the Lord; stand in awe of God, and give glory to the Lord. 

For the Lord does not despise the poor and needy, but when they cry out, God answers them. 

The hungry shall eat and be satisfied, and those who love the Lord shall offer praise. All the 
ends of the earth shall worship God, for the Lord rules over every nation. 

 

*HYMN #82 “O Lamb of God Most Holy!”      O Lamm Gottes 
VERSE:1           O Lamb of God most holy! Who on the cross didst suffer, 

                           And patient still and lowly, Yourself to scorn did offer; 

                           Our sins by You were taken, or hope had us forsaken:  
                           Have mercy on us, Jesus! 

VERSE:2           O Lamb of God most holy! Who on the cross didst suffer, 

                           And patient still and lowly, Yourself to scorn did offer; 

                           Our sins by You were taken, Or hope had us forsaken: 
                           Have mercy on us, Jesus! 

VERSE:3           O Lamb of God most holy! Who on the cross didst suffer, 

                           And patient still and lowly, Yourself to scorn did offer; 
                           Our sins by You were taken, Or hope had us forsaken:  

                           Your peace be with us, Jesus! 

 
 

*CALL TO CONFESSION 
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*PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Faithful God, you call us to trust in your promises, as you invited Abraham and Sarah. In Jesus 

Christ, you call us to take up your cross and follow, as he invited his disciples. We are quick to 

make excuses, afraid of the unknown, afraid of the hard work of discipleship. We are cautious; 

embarrassed to share the good news. Forgive us, we pray. Give us the courage that comes from 

knowing that you walk with us. (Pause for silent confession). 

 

*RESPONSE (Hymnal #573) “Lord Have Mercy” Kyrie 
CANTORS:  Lord, have mercy.  ALL:  Lord, have mercy. 

CANTORS:  Christ, have mercy. ALL:  Christ, have mercy. 

CANTORS:  Lord, have mercy.  ALL:  Lord, have mercy. 
 

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

LEADER: Friends, believe the good news of the gospel. 

PEOPLE: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 

 

 

THE WORD 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 

LEADER:  The Word of the Lord. 

PEOPLE:  Thanks be to God! 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

  

ANTHEM                                    “What Wondrous Love Is This”                               arr. Dixon    
           John Brockman, Kristin Juergens - Vocalists 

 

GOSPEL READING  Mark 8:31-38 

LEADER:  This is the Gospel of the Lord! 
PEOPLE:  Praise to You, O Christ! 

 

SERMON “Hard to Follow” Rev. Dr. David Shelor 
 

 

THE RESPONSE 

 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ 

his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended 

into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and 

sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 

judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; 

the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the 

life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE OF GOD AND LORD’S PRAYER 
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OFFERING OF OUR TITHES AND GIFTS 

O God, you have given me all that I need, in gratitude I give back to you. 

 

 

OFFERTORY                                                “Adagio”                                                        Renner, Jr. 
                                                          

*DOXOLOGY (Hymnal #591) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ, all people here below; Praise 

Holy Spirit evermore; Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen. 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

THE SENDING 

 

*HYMN #380 “O Christ, The Healer” Erhalt uns, Herr 

VERSE:1                O Christ, the healer, we have come to pray for health, to plead for friends. 
                                How can we fail to be restored, when reached by love that never ends? 

VERSE:3                How strong, O Lord, are our desires, how weak our knowledge of ourselves! 

                                Release in us those healing truths unconscious pride resists or shelves. 
VERSE:5                Grant that we all, made one in faith, in your community may find 

                                The wholeness that, enriching us, shall reach the whole of humankind. 

 
                                   

*BENEDICTION 

 

*POSTLUDE “Prelude in g” J. S. Bach 

*Please rise in body or spirit. 

 

 

NEXT SUNDAY, March 7th, 2021 will be the Third Sunday in Lent. The lectionary scriptures will be: 

Exodus 20:1-17 On Mount Sinai, God gives the Ten Commandments to Moses. Psalm 19 The Law of the 

Lord is perfect; God’s commandments are clear. 1 Corinthians 1:18-25 The message of the cross reveals 

God’s wisdom and strength. John 2: 13-22 Before Passover, Jesus chases the money changers out of the 
temple.  

 

LEADERS IN WORSHIP 

Rev. Dr. David Shelor Preacher 

Stephen Allen Organist 

Eric Houghton Liturgist & Children’s Sermon 
John Brockman & Kristin Juergens Vocalists 

Jeff Cockrell, Ken Huff & Merry Lynn Morris Sound & Video 
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WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

 

Welcome! It is good to be together as a community while we worship in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

LIKE TO KNOW MORE? – For more information about First Presbyterian Church, its ministry and 
mission, and how we can grow and learn together, please: 

• Go to the church website - www.fpcdunedin.org 

• See our Facebook page – www.facebook.com/fpcdunedin 

• Check out our YouTube channel – www.youtube.com/c/firstpresbyterianchurchofdunedin  

• Contact the church office (727-733-2318, frontoffice@fpcdunedin.org)  
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